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Portrait of the artist as a DIUE DEar

Blue Bear is the spiritual original of the Métco, or grizzly bear, in American
Indian folklore and it took an expat Australian sculptor to resurrect all 14 metres
of it in Denver, Colorado. Rachael Bernstone reports

LAWRENCE ARGENT WAS BORN IN ENGLAND, GREW UP IN
Australia then moved to the US, his adopted home for more

than 20 years.

But he still considers himself an Australian, as do his American
friends and colleagues. “As an Aussie living here, part of it’s always
been a battle,” he explains. “During grad school | was working
under the table, and then | spent two years as an illegal alien
before getting legal status when | was appointed to my first
teaching role, in 1988.”

Despite his critical and professional success in America, part of
Argent is still a foreigner, which might explain the genesis of some
of the ideas in his latest work. Argent’s four-storey high, blue bear
sculpture, | See What You Mean, is also an outsider looking in.

Argent chose his bear as a symbol of the Rocky Mountain region,
but positioned it to look into the glass fagade of the recently
expanded Denver Convention Center to reference the curiosity that
locals may experience, if they should wonder just what visitors are
getting up to inside. In another distortion of tradition, this piece
appears to look at people, rather than people looking at the art.

The bear also allowed Argent to push his technological limits,
which was one of the initial attractions of sculpture, he says.
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